Dear
 Parents and Students,


  
I am looking forward to this new school year. There are lots of new things to be learned and new friends to be made.

My goal for this year is to help your child to be an independent and responsible learner, as well as, to show him or her how to make responsible choices. To accomplish this goal, there will be regular homework and we will be making the most of our class time. My expectations for the students this year will be high. They will need to work hard and do their best.


Please, read over the next few pages with your child. These pages will outline the classroom policies, discipline, and answer some questions you may have about the school year. Be sure you talk about what is in the packet with your child. The last page will need to be signed by both the student and parent and returned to me. This page tells me that both the parent and student know and understand the rules, consequences, and expectations for this year.


I am glad you are all here and can’t wait to get started.
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Sincerely,

Mrs. Frederiksen
frederiksenr@hobbsschools.net
What do you need to bring to school?

All students should have a backpack. This makes transporting school supplies and homework easier. Students may not use pens except for their spelling activities. I prefer mechanical pencils in my room unless they become a distraction. Please also send real Number 2 pencils, as they are required for Scantron testing and PARCC. The students may also bring a water bottle. The bottle must have a lid that seals tight (I prefer to not have sports caps, they are noisy and tend to not get shut) and it must not become a distraction for your student. If the bottle does not meet these requirements, it may not be used in class and will be sent home. Water is the only thing that can be brought in the bottle. We have the late lunch in fifth grade and do not leave our classroom until 12:05 every day to eat. I know I cannot go that long without a quick snack, so if your child would like something small and healthy that can be eaten quickly at their desk with little noise or mess, please send it with them in their backpacks. I will allow them a few minutes every day to eat quickly. Please do not expect your child to eat their entire breakfast during this time. Speaking of breakfast, please send your child to school fed and hydrated. It can be a long morning in the classroom and students need to have food to make it through their academic work properly. 
I also ask that students have a folder to take home papers in and a composition or spiral notebook designated exclusively for language arts. Journaling is a huge part of my curriculum for your student and I will require them to turn in their whole notebook periodically. If they lose their notebook or ruin it, they will need a new one. If they turn in journal assignments outside of their designated notebook they will receive points off their grade.

Class Dojo

[image: image2.wmf]I will be using Class Dojo this year in my homeroom to track student behavior, assignments, etc. This is also very helpful to you as a parent! You can download the free app to track your student at any time, and we will be able to message and communicate through this. I would highly recommend for you to download and take advantage of this tool. There will be announcements, reminders, behavioral
Letters, etc available there. This is a tool to help encourage 

Positive behavior in my classroom by keeping “score” and 

Awarding points for positive academic or character behaviors

As well as subtracting points for the opposite. It would be so beneficial for your student if they were getting the recognition at home as well and teamwork from you as the parent and me as the teacher.
Homework

Homework is mandatory. There are few allowable excuses for homework that is not turned in or incomplete. Homework not done will result in the following consequences:

· The assignment needs to be finished during free time or at recess.

· Recess will be withheld from the student until the assignment is completed. 
· Parent contact will be made after 2-3 days of missed assignment.

· If it continues to be a problem, a work contract will be sent home which will need to be signed by both the parent and student.

Homework missed due to absence will usually be due the following day after returning to school. But of course, due to the number of days missed, workload, and the reason for the absence, the due date can sometimes be negotiable.
Rules

1. We will respect ourselves, the teacher, and all others inside
    and outside of the classroom.

2. We will keep our hands, feet, and objects to ourselves.

3. We will listen to the teacher and follow all directions the
    first time.

4. We will encourage, help, and not interfere with others’ and 
    our own learning.

5. We will do our best work.

Consequences

· Points taken from Class Dojo, either as a group or individually.
· Minutes taken away from recess either as a class or individually. The same will apply to “letters” for special things (field trips, pizza parties, etc). 

· For higher offenses such as fighting, bullying, or other continuous behavior, they will be sent to see Mrs. Davis and may warrant a call home. 

Rewards
!!!
Rewards will be given for various reasons throughout the week. 

I like to use rewards rather than punishment for my students. Even the smallest of acknowledgements can make a student’s day. 

· The classroom will acknowledge when a student raises their hand to answer a question, even if the answer is incorrect.

· For moments of brilliance, outstanding character, or any other moment I deem worthy, students will be given a “kiss your brain” Hershey kiss. (Please let me know if your child as any allergy to chocolate). 

· Class Dojo points added. 
· Students may display their graded work, coloring sheets, or other appropriate things on our bulletin board called “The Fridge” to show off their work to their peers. 
· Minutes added to recess or Fun Friday.

· Students can get super calls/messages home, too! Occasionally, I will make a call (or message via Class Dojo) home when a student has had great behavior. This is an opportunity to reinforce good school behavior at home. I recommend offering prizes at home if you receive a super call like a simple high five, making the child’s favorite dinner, or making a few minutes of special time just for him or her.  

Other rewards will be given to students who go above and beyond.

Birthdays

We all love birthdays, but we come to school to learn. We will have parties for various reasons throughout the year. If you would like to celebrate your child’s birthday during school hours, please do not send things that will be a huge distraction, like balloons or candy bouquets. If you would like to send cupcakes, candy to celebrate, please remember that Coronado is a designated allergy school and may not have peanut/peanut butter within the school. Also, please make sure there is enough for the homeroom. We will celebrate birthdays immediately after recess or right before school is over. 
Changes in getting home

If there is a change in where your child goes after school or how he/she gets home, please call the office of send a note. Without that, I am not allowed to do what is out of the ordinary.
Thank you for reviewing your student’s packet. Now, all you have left to do is remove this page from the packet and sign the middle of the page with your student. This page is due the next school day after it is sent home. Please, fill in the bottom to let me know about arrangements for your child to get home.    

I have read and understand the rules, expectations, consequences, and rewards that my child will be held to in his or her classroom. 

_________________________________



Student name (print)

_________________________________                    _____________________



Student Signature





    Date

_________________________________                    ______________________


 Parent Signature




    Parent Cell #
_________________________________________________________________

Please, circle the way your child will be getting. If they go with someone, write it on the lines below the choice.

Ride the bus

Picked up by:

    Walking with:
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________________
     _______________






________________
     _______________
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